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President's Column 


The HNC is celebrating its 75th 
anniversary in 1994. Our Club has always 
strongly promoted the importance of natural 
history and the protection of natural areas in the 
Hamilton area With both objectives in mind, 
the HNC felt that 1994 would be an important 
year for the natural environment in 
Hamilton-Wentworth, and that we should 
endeavor to make more residents aware of the 
magnificent natural features of this Region and 
the activities ongoing to protect and enhance 
them. 

Through the efforts of Bruce Duncan and 
the HNC, the Regional Environmental Advisory 
Committee (REAC) passed the following 
resolution: "That Regional Council declare 
1994 the Year of Naturally 
Hamilton-Wentworth in recognition of the 
magnificent natural features of our Region and 
the efforts undertaken to preserve and restore 
them; and that 1994 be a year to inform and 
educate the public about the beauty of this 
Region." In fact. Regional Chairman Reg 
Whynott attended our February monthly 
meeting and made the proclamation to our 
members. 

In 1994, the HNC will work with other 
local agencies in promoting their efforts in the 
natural environment. In addition to our regular 
outings, the HNC will also try to host quarterly 
outings to natural areas for municipal and 
regional councillors, send out regular press 
releases on natural areas and projects, and 


By John Struger 

promote our slide shows on natural areas and 
projects. 

The HNC is celebrating its 75th 
anniversary by hosting the Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists annual conference from 
May 27-29th, 1994 at McMaster University. 
What better way to raise the awareness of 
natural areas in our Region and promote 
Naturally Hamilton-Wentworth. 

The organizing committee, chaired by 
Doug McCallum, has put together a fantastic 
package of events including: field trips, 
workshops, lectures, exhibits, guest speakers 
and dinners (please see the program). The 
conference addresses various aspects of, and 
issues regarding, natural areas. Many of the 
sessions will be led by Club members. 

Help us celebrate our 75th anniversary by 
attending the FON conference. Sign up now 
for the early bird conference registration special 
of $55 and save $10 off the registration fee. 
Proceeds from the Conference are directed to 
the host club so your attendance is critical, not 
only to ensure its success but to determine the 
amount of the proceeds coming back to the 
HNC. 

The organizing committee will keep you 
informed about the conference with monthly 
updates from now until May 27th. Please 
support this very important event. See you 
there! 

The Environmentalists of the Year Awards 
Committee is seeking nominations for the 1993 
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Environmentalists of the Year Awards. 
The Awards have been held each year 
since 1979, to honour individuals-and 
groups who have made a significant 
contribution to the protection and/or 
promotion of the environment in the 
Regional Municipality of 
Hamilton-Wentworth. The awards 
include the Dr. Victor Cecilioni Award 
(for the 1993 Environmentalist of the 
Year) and Awards of Merit In 
addition, Youth Recognition Awards 
for Environmental Leadership will be 
awarded by the Hamilton Region 


Conservation Authority. 

Nominees must have made their 
contribution in the Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth, 
or have had a significant connection to 
the Region. Both group and individual 
nominees will be eligible. 

Nominations most be submitted by 
April 15, 1994. Contact John Struger 
at 547-5116 for nomination forms. 

On a sadder note, we extend our 
sympathies to the family of Colin 
McDonald. He was killed in an 


accident last month. Colin was a 
founding member of the Dundas 
Chapter of the Conservers Society and 
well known to many in the local 
environmental movement He was 
deeply involved with the Nature 
Walkathon and concerned about 
transportation issues. The Conservers 
Society has informed us that donations 
to the Conservers Society are being 
accepted in memory of Colin and they 
have also suggested that trees be 
planted in his memory. © 


Noteworthy Bird Records 


By Rob Dobos 

Number of species recorded to August 31, 1993 r264. For underlined species or dates a written documentation is required by 
the Hamilton Bird Records Committee (HBRC). Capitalized species are provincial rarities requiring documentation by the 
Ontario Bird Records Committee (OBRC). 

Observers: Christine Bishop (CB), Barb Charlton (BC), Jim Cram (JC), Hugh Currie (HC), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dobos 
(RD), JinxDowall (JD), Bruce Duncan (BD), Alf Epp (AE), Denys Gardiner (DG), Kathleen Gardiner (KG), Mary Gartshore 
(MG), Mark Jennings (MJ), Michael King (MK), Bill Lamond (BL), Mike LePage (ML), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen 
Lewington (GL), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Bill McMartin (BM), Dave Moore (DM), George Naylor (GN), John Olmsted (JO), 
Don Perks (DP), Paul Rose (PR), Kayo Roy (KR), A1 Smith (AS), Bill Smith (BS), Mike Street (MS), Roland vander Vliet 
(RvV), Brian Wylie (BW), Danny Wylie (DW), Many Observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 

F -first occurrence for the migration 
L -last occurrence for the migration 
terr. -on breeding territory or territorial male 

# -documentation submitted to OBRC 


Plumages: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 
juv. —juvenile 

1st stun, -first summer 
2nd yr. -second year 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [BJf] 

Halton [HL\ 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN] 
Hamilton-Wentworth [HW\ 
Niagara [7VG] 

Waterloo [WT\ 

Wellington [WL] 

Peel [PL] 


JUNE, JULY & AUGUST 1993 


Red-throated Loon: One 1st sum. was on Lake Ontario off Rattray Marsh [PL] Jim 13 L (KM). 

Common Loon: A total of 15 were on the Lake from Shoreacies to Bronte [HL] Jun 3 (KM); one was off Grays Rd [HW\ 
and one was off Fifty Rd [HW] Jun 5 (KM); five were off Oakville [HL] Jun 13 (KM); five were off Fifty Rd Aug 9 F (RD). 
Pied-billed Grebe: One terr. was at Foreman Rd Wetland [HW] Jun 13,Jul 27 (RD); there were one ad. .six juY. at Grass Lake 
[WT] Jun 27 (BL); one ad. was at Smithville Sewage Lagoons [NG] Jul 25, and two ad.,five juv. were there Aug 22 (KM); 30 
were at Mountsberg C.A. [HW, WL] Aug 26 (RD). 
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Horned Grebe: One was off Shoreacres Jun 1 L (RD); an early migrant was again off Shoreacres Aug 15 F (RD,BC). 
Red-necked Grebe: A summering flock remained off Shoreacres through the period (MObs.), with a max. count of 16 on 
Jun 24 (RvV); three were off. Rattray Marsh Jun 13 (KM). 

Double-crested Cormorant: A census of nesting birds at Tollgate Ponds [HW\ Jun 22 tallied 664 pairs (DM), while 21 nests 
were counted on the Hydro Islands (Farre I.) [HW\ Jun 16 (DM); numbers at Tollgate Ponds swelled to about 3000 birds with 
post breeders and fledged young by Aug 17 (RD). 

American Bittern: One tetr. was NW and another was SW of the African Lion Safari [HW\ Jun 2 (RC); one terr. was at 
Foreman Rd Wetland Jun 13 (RD); one was over Hwy 6 N of Safari Rd [HW\ Aug 9 F (RD). t 

Great Egret: One was at Dundas Marsh [HW\ Jun 13 (RvV); one was at Rattray Marsh Aug 6-12 (fide HC). ' 

SNOWY EGRET: One was at Rattray Marsh Jun 27*-28 (DP et aL). ' 

Cattle Egret: Two adults were at Windermere Basin [HW\ Jun 16 * (BM). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Eight were at Shoreacres Jun 1 (RD); one ad. was carrying nesting material into the "Willows" 
at Dundas Marsh Jun 14 (RD). 

Wood Duck: Six were at Dundas Matsh Jun 14 (RD); two m. were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [Mr] Jun 20 (KM); two f. 
each with broods of nine juv. were at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jul 25 (KM). 

Green-winged Teal: One m., one f. were at Windermere Basin Jun 12 (KM); five m., one f. were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds 
Jun 20 (KM), and 16 were there Aug 17 (RD); eight were at Windermere Basin Jul 1 (KM), and 12 were there Jul 26 (RD). 
Northern Pintail: Breeding was confirmed at Windermere Basin for the second year in a row, with three different broods 
known: one f., eight juv. Jun 13,24 (KM;RD); a different f., six juv. Jun 24 (RD); one f., four juv. Jul 18 (KM). On Jul 4 there 
were one m. and 15 f./juv. at Windermere Basin (KM). mi. 

Blue-winged Teal: Two broods of seven and eight juv. with two f. were at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jun 27 (KM). 

Northern Shoveler: Birds at Windermere Basin included at least three broods, one f. with two juv. Jun 27 & Jul 4 (KM), a 
different f. with two juv. Jun 27 (AE), and one f. with seven juv. Jul 1-25 (KM;RD); one f. with 17 juv. were there Jul 4 1 
(KM); five m. were at Windermere Jun 6 (KM). A f. with a brood of three juv. at Tollgate Ponds Jul 17 (KM) provided 
another breeding record; 10 were at Tollgate Ponds Aug 27 (RD). 

GadwaU: About 200 were at Tollgate Ponds Jul 25 (RD). 

American Wigcon: One m. was at Tollgate Ponds Jun 7 (RvV); one f. with one juv.'Jul 17-24 (KM;RD) indicated breeding 
at Windermere Basin; 26 were at Tollgate Ponds Jul 24 (KM). > 

Canvasback: One m. was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 15-27 (KM); one m. was at Windermere Basin Jul 20-Aug 15 
(RD;KM). .... • - «... > 

Redhead: Two m. were at Windermere Basin Jun 27 (KM); one f. was at Tollgate Ponds Jul 25 (RD), and two f. were there 
Aug 15-on (KM). ■ ■ . . 

Ring-necked Duck: One m. was at Mountsberg C.A. Jun 26-Jul 10 (ML). .. . 

Greater Scaup: One m. was at the PetroCanada Pier [HL\ Jun 3 (KM); one m. was at Tollgate Ponds Jun 5-Aug 17 at least 
(RD;M.Obs.); one juv. was at Tollgate Ponds Aug 27 F (RD). ■ » • • i : 

Lesser Scaup: Seven m. were at Windermere Basin Jun 6-on, joined by one f. Aug 8 (KM); one juv. was at Tollgate Ponds 
Aug 27 F (RD). 

Oldsquaw: One f. was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 6 (KM); one m. was off Rattray Marsh Jun 13 (KM). 

Surf Scoter: One f. was off Rattray Marsh Jun 13 L (KM). 

White-winged Scoter: Thirteen were off Shoreacres Jun 3 (KM); one 1st sum. m. was off Grays Rd [HW\ Jun 5 L (KM). 
Hooded Merganser: One f. was NW of the African Lion Safari Jun 3 (RC); one f. was at Windermere Basin Jun 12-Jul 17 
(KM); one f. was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 20 (KM). ; - , - . -..m 

Common Merganser: One m. was on the Bay off Burlington Golf Club [HW\ Jun 5 L (RD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Four were along the Burlington Lakeshore Jun 3 (KM); eight were off Fifty Rd Jun 5 (KM); eight 
were along the Lake from Oakville to Clarkson Jun 13 (KM). . tint- 

Roddy Dock: One m. was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 27 (KM); four were at Tollgate Ponds Jul 26-Aug 27 (RD;KM). 
Osprey: Two were at N Shore of Cootes Paradise [HW\ Jul 28 F (fide MS), with many reports of fall migrants iit'the HSA 
following thereafter (M.Obs.). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One ad. f. was at Westfield Heritage Centre [HW\ Jun 26 (BD). 

Cooper's Hawk: One terr. m. was harassing a Turkey Vulture 2 km SSW of Glen Morris [5R] Jun 13 (RD). 
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Broad-winged Hawk: One terr. bird was at Beverly Swamp [HW] Jun 6 (RD). 

Merlin: One was at Van Wagners Beach f HW] Aug 21 F (DL,GL). 

Peregrine Falcon: One ad. was at Ottawa St & Beach Ave, Hamilton [HW] Jun 8 (RvV); likely the same bird was at 
Windermere Basin Jul 25 (RD,BC); one was also at Windermere Basin Aug 23 (JS). 

Virginia Rail: One terr. was at Reg Rd 552 N of 5th Cone [HW] Jun 4 (RD); two terr. were at 8th Cone, Beverly Swamp 
[HW\ Jun 6 (RD); one terr. was at Crieff Bog [ WL] Jun 6 (MS); three terr. were at Dun das Marsh Jun 14 (RD). 

Sora: One terr. was at Crieff Bog Jun 6 (MS); one terr. was at Safari Rd Wetland [ HW[ Jun 6 (MS); one terr. was at 
Foreman Rd Wetland Jul 27 (RD). 

Common Moorhen: One terr. was at Foreman Rd Wetland Jun 13 (RD), and two ad. with seven juv. and one ad. with three 
juv. were there Jul 27 (RD). Two ad. carrying nesting material were seen at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jun 27 (KM); nesting 
was confirmed there when three ad. with three juv. were seen Jul 25 (KM); two ad. with five juv. there Aug 22 may have been 
a second brood (KM). Two ad.,eight juv. were at-Grass Lake Jul 14 (BL). One ad. with one juv. were at Bronte Marsh [HL] 
Aug 11 (fide MS). 

American Coot: One was at Mountsberg C.A. Aug 26 (RD). 

Sandhill Crane: The breeding pair with one juv. were usually easily observed at Grass Lake throughout the period (M.Obs.). 
Black-bellied Plover: One 1st sum. was at Windermere Basin Jun 27*-Jul 1 (KM.CB,BL); one ad. was at Tollgate Ponds 
Aug 11 F (RD et aL). 

American Golden-Plover: One was at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville [HN] Aug 15 * (KM). 

Semipalmated Plover: One was at Windermere Basin Jul 17 F (KM); a max. of 25 were at Windermere Basin Aug 15 
(RD,BC). 

AMERICAN AVOCET: Three juv. (two m,one f.) were at Windermere Basin Aug 21*-28 (AE,KM,GN;M.Obs.) #, 

Greater Yellowlegs: One ad. was at Windermere Basin Jul 3 F (AE); the first juv. was one at Windermere Basin Aug 28 
(KM). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Two were over Hamilton Harbour [WIFI Jun 21 F (RD,RvV); a max. of 55 were at Smithville Sewage 
Ponds Jul 4 (KM); one juv. at Windermere Basin Jul 18 was very early (KM). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One was at Windermere Basin Jun 12 (KM); one was at Windermere Basin Jul 26 F (RD); two were 
along Shoreacres Creek Aug 15 (RD,BC). 

Willet: One juv. was at Windermere Basin Aug 21*-31 (KM,GN;M.Obs.). 

Spotted Sandpiper: About 50 were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 17 (RD). 

Upland Sandpiper: A migrant was at Windermere Basin Aug 15 (RD,BC). 

Marbled Godwit: One juv. was at Tollgate Ponds Aug 14*,15 (KM;M.Obs.), and at Windermere Basin Aug 16 L (KR,AS). 
Ruddy Turnstone: One was at Tollgate Ponds Jul 24 F (MS). 

Sanderling: One was at Fifty Point C.A. [<YG] Jul 25 F (KM). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: One was at Windermere Basin Jun 12 (KM); 15 were at Windermere Basin Jul 17 F, with a max. 
there of about 100 Jul 26 (RD). 

Least Sandpiper: One ad. was at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jun 27 F (KM); one juv. was very early at Windermere Basin Jul 
24 (KM); five were at LaSalle Marina Aug 5 (RD). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: One ad. was at Dundas Marsh Aug 28 F (KM). 

Baird's Sandpiper: One ad. was at Windermere Basin Jul 30 * (RD); three juv. were at Windermere Basin and one juv. was 
at Tollgate Ponds Aug 21 (RD et aL)’, one juv. was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 22 (KM). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: One was at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jul 11 F (AE). 

Dnnlin: One was at Windermere Basin Jun 12 (KM). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Two were at Windermere Basin Jul 11 * (KM,BL); a max. of 10 ad. and one very early juv. were there Jul 
29 (KM); two juv. were at Mountsberg C.A. Aug 24 (RD). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Two juv. were at Windermere Basin Aug 21 *-31 (M.Obs.); likely the same two birds were at 
Tollgate Ponds Aug 24 (RD,JC). 

Short-billed Dow it c her: Birds at Windermere Basin include: six on Jul 4 F (KM), 100 on Jul 10 including one L g. griseiis 
(KM), a max. of 135 on Jul 11, and the first juv. on Aug 8 (KM). 

Common Snipe: One terr. was at Grass Lake Jun 17 (MS); four were at Safari & Cooper Rds [HW] Jun 24 F (RD); one was 
at Windermere Basin Jul 26-Aug 2 (RD;KM). 
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Wilson's Phalarope: One m. was at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jul 4 * (KM); one m. was at Windermere Basin Jul 11-24 
(KM,BL;MS); one juv. was at Windermere Basin Aug 7 (KM,BL,RD,BC;RC). 

Red-necked Phalarope: One ad. was at Windermere Basin Jul 24*-25 (KM). 

Parasitic Jaeger: One was at Van Wagners Beach Aug 29 * (KM). 

Little Gull: A 2nd yr. bird was at Windermere Basin Aug 11 (RD). 

Bonaparte's Gull: Two ad., one 1st sum. were at LaSalle Marina Jul 17 F (KM); one 1st sum. was at Mounts berg C.A. Aug 
26 (RD). 

Herring Gall: Three juv. recently hatched from a nest on the roof of CCIW [HL] were seen Jim 8-on (RD); a recently 
hatched juv. with an ad. was on the CCIW Breakwater Jun 18 (RD) providing another unusual nesting location. 

Glaucous Gull: A 1st sum. bird was off Fifty Point C.A. Jun 15 L (RD) providing a rare local summer record. 

Great Black-backed Gull: Eight imm were on the CCIW Breakwater Jun 9 (RD); 11 imm. were at PetroCanada Pier ( HL] 
Jul 15 (KM); one ad. was among immatures at LaSalle Marina Jul 24 F (KM); one juv. was at CCIW Aug 16 (RD).' 

Caspian Tern: three were at a quarry pond on Puslinch Rd 7 [WL\ Aug 18 (RD); 12 were at Mountsberg Aug 26 (RD). 
Forster's Tern: One was at Bronte Marsh Aug 7 (fide MS). 

Black Tern: One was at Red Hill Creek Marsh [HW] Jun 15 (RD). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: One was at Woodland Cemetery Aug 22 L (RC). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: One was at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley C.A. [//IV] Jun 11 * (BD). 

Common Nighthawk: One was over the Beverly Swamp Jun 3 (RC); one was at Westfield Heritage Centre Jun 6,7 (BD); 
one was at the RBG Arboretum [HW] Jun 7 (BD); two were over the Hendrie Valley [HL] Aug 14 F, and birds were seen 
regularly there to the end of Aug with a max. of 16 on Aug 19 (JC). 

Whip-poor-will: One was at Beverly Swamp Preserve Jun 17 (RC,BL). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: One terr. was at 8th Cone, Beverly Swamp Jun 13 (RD); one was at Kirkwall, [HW\ Aug 21 
(RD,BC). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One was at St. George Woods [BR] Jun 21 (BL). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One was 1.4 km S of Glen Morris [BR] Jun 12 (BL,KG); one m. was at 8th Cone, Beverly Swamp 
Jun 13 (RD); one was at Dundas Marsh Jun 14 (RD). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: One was at Rock Chapel Sanctuary [HW\ Aug 10 F (RD); one was at Dundas Marsh Aug 21 (KM). 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Two were at Bronte Woods Jun 2 L (MJ); one was at Shoreacres Aug 20 F (RD). 

Alder Flycatcher: One was at Merrick Field Centre [HW\ Jun 2 L (RC); on Jun 6, terr m. included: three at 8th Cone, 
Beverly Swamp (RD), one at 10th Cone W of Hwy 6 [HW] (RD), one at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd [HW\ (RD), one at Crieff 
Bog (RD;MS), and one at Mill Creek & N. Dumfries Rd IE [WL] (RD); one terr. was at the Westover Wetland [HW\ Jun 10 
(RD); one terr. was at N Shore of Coates Paradise Jun 12 (RD,BC,KM); one terr. was at Branchton Wetland [WT] Jun 12,17 
(RD,BC,KM;MS). 

WiUow Flycatcher: One was at Shoreacres Aug 12 F (RD). .... 

Least Flycatcher: Three were at Shoreacres Aug 12 F (RD). 

Eastern Kingbird: Twenty were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 22 (KM). 

Bank Swallow: About 150 were at CCIW Aug 16 (RD). 

Barn Swallow: About 100 were at CCIW Aug 16 (RD). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One terr. was at Branchton Wetland Jun 12 (RD,BC,KM); one terr. was 1.4 km S of Glen Morris 
Jun 12 (BL,KG); one was at Hatton Dr, Ancaster [HW\ Jul 16-Aug 19 (MS); one was at Shoreacres Creek Aug 20 F (RD). 
Brown Creeper: One was at Bronte Woods Jun 2 L (MJ). 

Carolina Wren: One terr. was at the Rockton Tract [HW\ Jun 12 (RD,BC); one terr. was at Shoreacres throughout the period 
(RD), and one ad.,two juv. were there Aug 31 (MS). 

Winter Wren: One terr. was at 10th Cone at Valens C.A. [HW\ (BS et oi)\ one terr. was at 8th Cone, Beverly Swamp Jun 
24 (RD). 

Sedge Wre : One terr. was at Branchton Wetland Jun 12*-Jul 5 (RD,BC,KM;MS;RC); one terr. was SW of Cooper & Safari 
Rds Jun 16 (BL). 

Marsh Wren: Six terr. were at Dundas Marsh Jun 14 (RD). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: One terr. was 2 km E of St George [ BR] Jun 6 (BL,KG). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One terr. was at 8th Cone, Beverly Swamp Jun 6,24 (RD); one at Shell Park [HL] Jul 27 (RD) may 
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have been a local breeder, one was at Valley Inn [ HL ] Aug 19 F (RD). 

Eastern Bluebird: A pair were at Kerns Rd below the Escarpment [ HL] Jun 2 (RD); two were at 5th Cone W of Sheffield 
Rd [HW] Jmi 12 (RD,BC); three were at Kirkwall Aug 21 (RD,BC). 

Swainson's Thrush: One was at Bronte Woods Jun 2 L (MJ); one was at Shoreacres Aug 15 F (RD,BC). 

Northern Mockingbird: One was at Hwys 5 & 25, Palermo [HL] Jun 26 (MK). 

Cedar Waxwing: One "orange-banded variant" juv. was at Rock Chapel Sanctuary Aug 10 (RD), and another was on 
Puslinch Sideroad 25 [WL\ Aug 18 (RD). 

Solitary Vireo: One terr. was on Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd [HW\ Jun 6 (RD). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Three terr. were at 8th Cone, Beverly Swamp Jun 6 (RD); one terr. was at Dun das Marsh Jun 14 
(RD). 

Warbling Vireo: One was at Shoreacres Aug 12 F (RD). 

Philadelphia Vireo: One was at Bronte Woods Jun 2 L (MJ). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Two were at Shoreacres Aug 15 F (RD,BC). 

Bine-winged Warbler: Numerous reports throughout the area during the breeding season (M.Obs.). 

Golden-winged Warbler: Numerous reports throughout the area during the breeding season (M.Obs.). 

Tennessee Warbler: One was at Shoreacres Aug 31 F (MS). 

Nashville Warbler: One terr. was on 10th Cone W of Hwy 6 Jun 6 (RD); one was at Shoreacres Aug 31 F (MS). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: One was at Shoreacres Aug 15 F (RD,BC). 

Magnolia Warbler: Five were at Bronte Woods Jun 2 L (MJ); two were at Shoreacres Aug 15 F (RD,BC). 

Cape May Warbler: One was at Shoreacres Aug 31 F (MS). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: One f. was at Bronte Woods Jun 2 L (MJ). 

YeHow-rumped Warbler: One terr. m. was at the Hyde Tract Jun 6 (BS et aL)\ one was at Woodland Cemetery Aug 22 F 
(RC). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: One m. was at 8th Cone, Beveriy Swamp Jun 13 (RD); one was at Shoreacres Aug 31 F 
(MS). 

Blackburnian Warbler: One was at Woodland Cemetery Aug 22 F (RC). 

Pine Warbler: One terr. was 1 km N of Glen Morris [WT\ Jun 5 (BL); one terr. was 2.5 km ENE of Lynden [HW\ Jun 6 
(BL,DG); a pair were at Safari Rd & Spencer Creek [HW] Jun 17 (BD). 

Prairie Warbler : The terr. m. at 6th Cone W of Kirkwall Rd [HW] was present up to early Jul at least (M.Obs.). 
Bay-breasted Warbler: One was at Bronte Woods Jun 1 L (MJ); one was at Shoreacres Aug 31 F (MS). 

Blackpoll Warbler: One was at Van Wagners Beach Jun 4 L (DL,GL). 

Cerulean Warbler: One terr. m. was at the Turner Tract [HW] Jun 5 (HC et aL). 

Black-and-white Warbler: One f. was at Shoreacres Aug 12 F (RD). 

American Redstart: One was at Shoreacres Aug 12 F (RD). 

Ovenbird: One juv. was at Shoreacres Creek Aug 6 F (RD). 

Northern Waterthrush: One was at Bronte Woods Jun 2 L (MJ); two were at Shoreacres Creek Aug 20 F (RD). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: One was at Shoreacres Creek Aug 6 F/L (RD). 

Mourning Warbler: Two were at Bronte Woods Jun 2 L (MJ); one terr. was at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley C.A. Jun 11 
(BD); one terr. was at the Hyde Tract Jun 13 (MS). 

Common Yellowthroat: One was at Bronte Harbour Jun 4 L (MJ); one was at Shoreacres Aug 31 F (MS). 

Hooded Warbler : One terr. m. was at Dundas Valley C.A. W of Martins Rd Jun 11 (BD); a nest attended by two ad. was 
located at this site in mid-Jun (MG), providing the first confirmed nesting for Hamilton-Wentworth Region. 

Wilson's Warbler: Two were at Bronte Woods Jun 1 L (MJ); one was at the Bur ling ton Beach Canal [HL] Aug 22 F (RC). 
Canada Warbler: Two were at Bronte Woods Jun 2 L (MJ); four were at Shoreacres Aug 15 F (RD,BC). 

Savannah Sparrow: About 75 were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 17 (RD). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Four were N of the Hyde Tract Jul 11 L (MK). 

Lincoln's Sparrow: One ad. was very early at Crieff Bog Aug 9 F (MK). 

White-throated Sparrow: One terr. was on Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd Jun 6 (RD); one terr. was at 8th Cone, Beverly Swamp 
Jun 13,24 (RD). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Fifteen were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 17 (RD). 
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Orchard Oriole: Three terr. m. were at King Rd below the Escarpment [HL\ Jun 7 (RQ; one m. was at Dundas Valley Trail 
Centre [HW\ Jun 8 (BW.DW); two terr. m.,one f. were at the N Shore of Cootes Paradise Jun 11 (RD); one f.,three juv. were 
at Powerline Rd @ Grand River [5/f] Jul 4 (RC). 

Purple Finch: One f. was at Dundas Marsh Aug 21 F (KM). 

Pine Siskin: One was at German School Rd W of Hwy 24 [BR] Jun 4 (BL). 

Please send your bird records for September to December by March 20 to Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, Ont, 

N2L 4S3, or phone 519-888-0553. 3* 

HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE: 64S-9537 


Conservation Column 

. ... i 

Public Hearing for Steetle/s 
Proposed Landfill 
Submission by the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club Conservation 
Committee 

By Dana Boyter 
On November 23,24 and 30 th 1993, 
the Joint Board (Ontario Municipal 
Board and Environmental Assessement 
Board) acting on the Redland (formerly 
Steetley) landfill proposal held public 
consultation sessions. A third night was 
added due to the overwhelming support 
and participation on the previous two 
nightjf. The Conservation Committee was 
the 69 m speaker out of a approximately 
101 that signed-up to voice their 
opinion on the proposed landfill. The 
following is the brief presentation made 
to the Joint Board. 

■The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is 
opposed to the< Redland (formerly 
Steetley) landfill proposal. We believe 
that if the current proposal is allowed to 
continue, contamination of groundwater 
and surface water will continue for 
decades. Due to the magnitude of this 
project and the variables surrounding it, 
there is a likelihood that eventually one 
of the components of the leachate 
collection system will fail. One doesn't 
have‘to look too far for other examples 
of foolproof technology causing large 


scale environmental problems, i.e. use of 
DDT and other pesticides, nuclear 
accidents, hydroelectric developments, 
oil spills, etc. , 

The effects of this contamination 
may directly, or worse yet indirectly, 
impact the health and well-being of the 
people, and the plant and animal life of 
this area. This contamination will 
continue downstream through Ixjgie's, 
Spencer and Grindstone Creeks; through 
environmentally significant areas; and 
finally will impact Cootes Paradise and 
Hamilton Harbour. The money being 
spent now and in the future to restore 
fish and wildlife hahitat and water 
quality of these areas will be wasted. 
Protecting the whole watershed is 
critical if we are to maintain the viability 
of the Harbour. 

As an ever-increasing percentage of 
the population comes in contact with 
these natural areas, the trend will be 
towards more fishing, hiking, swimming 
and boating. ’Any contamination,, 
degradation, or change in water quality 
may seriously affect the recreational use 
of these unique areas. 

Currently the citizens of 
Hamilton-Wentworth are being told of 
the need and benefits of reducing, 
recycling and reusing to effectively 
manage our wastes for a sustainable 
future. . Surely this proposed landfill 
lends no thin g to the development of 
sustainable communities. Furthermore, if 


this project is allowed to proceed, how 
can any company guarantee that it will 
still be around, let alone exist, in the 
next fifty to one hundred years. The 
legacy of abandoned landfill and 
chemical sites in North America is 
staggering. Who will be responsible for 
the site and its long-term liability when 
toxic leachate continues to flow? 
Steetley; the Regional-Municipality of 
Hamilton-Wentworth; or the Province. It 
really doesn't matter because we will all 
pay in cleanup costs and loss of 
environmental quality. 

Western Lake Ontario 
Environmental Coalition 

The Western Lake Ontario 
Environmental Coalition (WLOEC) is a 
collection of local environmental groups 
that meets on a quarterly basis at 
Woodend (Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority). The coalition 
has representatives from groups such as 
HRCA, HNC, Friends of Redhill Valley, 
McMaster Earth Action, BARC, 
Conservets Society and private citizens. 
The purpose of the coalition is to share 
information, activities and issues with 
each other and to enhance the local 
environmental network. The last meeting 
was held on Thursday, February 10, 
1994. Special guests, Rick Hughes of 
the Hamilton Spectator and Kathy 
Renwald of CHCH TV gave a 
presentation on how to get the attention 
of the media. Both speakers gave 
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practical advice oti how to increase 
media exposure by: the use of media 
contacts, utilization of the Editorial and 
Forum sections of the newspaper, 
establishing contacts for individual 
organizations, and supplying articles, 
meeting minutes etc. 

Concerns over the Spider Complex 
development in Flamborough were 
presented by Dr. Jack Rosenfeld of 
McMaster University and CCIW. These 
included: impacts on the headwaters of 
streams by dramatic increases in 
automobile pollution and sewage, the 
destruction of prime farmland, and the 
stress placed on the unique social and 
cultural aspects of this area. 

If there are any HNC activities 
and/or issues you would like to promote 
or share with other groups please contact 
Dana Boyter at 627-8494. 1 will gladly 
bring this to the attention of the 
WLOEC at our next meeting. ® 


The following article is re-printed from 
the February 1964 Wood Duck. 

Field Trip New Year's Day 1964 

By Adeline Bowland 
Only a few devotees gathered 
together January 1, 1964, at Teachers' 
College for the fust hike of the year. 
Leadership was shared by Mr. Ray 
Lowes and Dr. MacLaren, in the 
absence of Mr. Robert Westmore. 

A tramp along the portion of the 
Ancaster section of the Bruce Trail was 
a new experience for many of us. We 
started from Sherman's Falls, a 
crystalline of ice, and followed white 
blazes, our only guide, up hill and down 
valley, as the trail lay concealed under 
heavy snow. We marched through 
avenues of tall trees, and wondered at 
their architectural symmetry, at the 
cathedral-like arching of the branches 
high above. 


Hoar frost had settled on the entire 
landscape — defining details of twig, 
grass and weed with a new and 
delightful precision Frost hung in the 
air creating an interesting quality of 
obscurity, 

Beauty of landscape, good 
camaradie, and the stimulation of 
striding in deep snow were the great 
rewards of the day. Very few birds 
were in evidence — three Cedar 
Wax wings at Teachers' College was the 
first species sighted. Flocks of 
Chickadees accompanied us frequently. 
Nuthatches were heard, and Goldfinches 
seen and heard, and many Downy and 
Hairy Woodpeckers noted. We were 
startled to hear the alarm note of a 
Robin, and eventually spotted his orange 
breast glowing against the white, 
frost-covered branches and grey sky. 
He was angrily flicking his tail at our 
intrusion, his protesting alarm notes 
sounding strangely reminiscent of spring. 

One intriguing aspect of the walk 
was the attempt to identify the small, 
dainty patterns made by animal tracks in 
the snow. Here, a weasel, so Ray said, 
had just passed by; you can tell by the 
way his tracks suddenly disappear 
leaving an unmarred surface of snow, 
only to reappear again a few yards 
farther on. Weasels have the habit of 
burrowing under the snow. We 
wondered at a small brown patch of 
earth where the ground was otherwise 
buried deep in snow. 

Again someone explained, is 
where a squirrel has been digging up his 
nut supply — you can see where his 
tracks have come down from that tree." 
We saw where a deer had slept under a 
Hawthorne bu h the night before and 
had left be hind him a trail of pretty 
cloven-hoofprints. Mrs. Shivas 
glimpsed a small black vole just 
disappearing down his burrow. A 
squirrel swung with mad abandon from 


limb to limb above our heads, 
performing joyous acrobatic feats, just 
for kicks. 

These rare glimpses of Nature's 
children made our winter walk an 
adventure to remember. * 


Come Celebrate With UsI 

In our 75th year the HNC will be 
hosting the: 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists' 
Annual Conference. 

May 27-29 1994 

McMaster University, Hamilton 

Join us for this exciting event, 
featuring a great slate of speakers, Field 
events, workshops, banquet and 
keynote speaker Monte Hnmmel of 
World Wildlife Fund. 

For details contact: Doug McCallum 
1-905-383-9844 


MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, March 14, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

VOLCANOES AND 
CLIMATE 

Paul Clifford 

Monday, April 11, 8:00 p.m. 
Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

CARNIVOROUS FUNGI 

George Barron 
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Monday, March 21, 7:30 p.m. 

BIRD STUDY GROUP 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 
Arboretum, 

Old Guelph Rd Dundas. 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to learn 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your 
knowledge and enthusiasm. This month 
will feature: 

- Mary Ellen Hebb: Owl 
Foundation 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 1-519- 
622-4709 

Thursday, March 3, 7:30 p.m. 

PLANT STUDY GROUP 

Location: Gage Park Depot, 

(near Greenhouses), 
Hamilton. 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and leam more 
about this fascinating aspect of the 
natural world. Whether a beginner or a 
seasoned botonist, come out and enjoy 
the lively discussions. This month will 
feature: 

- George Myers: Propagation of 
Wildflowers 

Organizer: Patricia Gilbert 

1-905-945-1907 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, March 5 9:00 a.m. 

Winter Waterfowl Bonanza 
Burgeoning zebra mussel populations 


in Lake Ontario have resulted in huge 
numbers of wintering diving ducks off 
our shorelines the past few years. The 
spectacle of 1000‘s of White-winged 
Scoters, Goldeneye, Scaup and 
Oldsquaw, peppered with a few rarities, 
should not be missed. Dress warmly 
and bring a spotting scope. Meet at 
Spencer Smith Park, Lakeshore Rd, in 
Burlington 

Leader: Rob Dobos 1-519-888-0553 

March 1 to May 15 

Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch 
This hawkwatch is conducted at Beatrier 
Memorial Conservation Area on Ridge 
Rd. above the escarpment in Grimsby. 
It is one of the best spring viewing spots 
for migrant hawks in Ontario. Counters 
are on hand daily. The better days are 
when winds are southerly. Experienced 
hawkwatehers are needed as counters; if 
interested in volunteering for one or 
more days, contact Mary Ellen Hebb 
1-905-937-7671. Counters are also 
needed for the satellite station below the 
Escarpment at Oakes Rd. near the Lake. 
On April 23, a special "interceptor line" 
study will be made with counters 
stretching from the lakeshore south for 
about 10 km at groups about 1-2 km 
apart. Interested volunteers for this 
count should contact Bruce Duncan. 
Contact: Bruce Duncan 1-519—622- 
4709 

Sunday, March 6 10:00 a.m. 

Ski the Rail-trail 

Cross-country ski or walk down the new 
rail-trail running down the escaprment 
from Limeridge Road to Wentworth 
Street Winter lookouts are spectacular. 
Meet at King's Forest Ski Hill Parking 
Lot 

Contact: Don McLean 664-8796 
John i Struger 547-5116 

SATURDAY, MARCH 26 9-4 

Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society 
Annual Meeting. 


Meet at the RBG for a series of talks, a 
bucket raffle and displays. Speakers 
include Kevin Berner - nest box 
designs; Bruce Duncan - Oppo um and 
their possible role in Bluebird ecology; 
Ted Cheskey - Chickadee ecology and 
Bill Read - weather and its effect on 
Bluebirds over the past 100 years. Cost 
is $4.00 for members; $5.00 for 
non-members. Registration begins at 
8:15 a.m. 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 1 

Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch 

Public Open House. 

Bring your friends; there will be 
activities for kids, too. Directions to 
Beamer are: take the Christie St exit 
from the QEW in Grimsby, go south and 
continue up the Escarpment on 
Mountain St.; at the top, take the first 
right onto Ridge Rd. W., follow the park 
signs to Quarry Rd and the park 
entrance. For more info on the NPH 
and membership details, contact: 

Bruce Duncan 1-519—622—4709 

FRIDAY, APRIL 1 10 & 1:30 

Come Home to Red Hill Valley 
'Triends of Red Hill Valley" encourages 
everyone to continue the Hamilton 
tradition of spending Good Friday in the 
valley. There will be a choice of family 
hikes in all parts of the 1600 acre urban 
wilderness, both morning and afternoon. 
Contact: Don McLean 664-8796 


The February WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by : 

Jo Harschnitz 

Norm Pomfret 

Norm and Marg Ralston 

Barbara and lan Reid 

Doris Rundle 

Jim and Jean Stollard 

Phyllis Vair 

Thanks everyone! 
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The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our natural heiitage. 
Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and visitors are always welcome. Outdoor field events are 
scheduled for every month and a complete listing for the entire season may be obtained form the Membership Director. 
The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a registered charitable organization and all donations above the regular membership fee 
are tax deductible. 


1993 Membership Fees: 

Life Member..... 

Active Member. 

Active Senior Member.... 

Joint Members... 

Joint Senior Members... 

Family Membership... 

Student Member. 

Corresponding Member... 

Junior Nats..... 

Honorary Life Member. 


$350.00 
. 20.00 
. 17.00 
. 30.00 
.. 25.00 
.. 35.00 
. 10.00 
„ 15.00 
.. 20.00 
None 



H N C BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1993-94 


Past President: 


Conservation: 


Doug McCallum 

383-9844 

Doug Kay 

628-1072 

President: 


Sancturay: 


John Struger 

547-5116 

John Fischer 

Days 336-4961 
Eves 643-3837 

Vice-President: 


Education: 


Patricia Gilbert 

945-1907 

Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

648-1945 

Secretary: 


Program and Jr. Naturalists: 

Betty Blashill 

664-8796 

Margaret Walton 

627-7361 

Treasurer: 


Field Events: 


Brian Burgon 

648-6153 

Brian Wylie 

627-4601 

Membership: 


Publicity: 


Wolfgang Lull 

681-2276 

Roslynne Price 

681-2276 

Wood Duck Editor: 


Social: 


Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Doris Rundle 

561-8333 


THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is produced by volunteer 
members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to May inclusive and it is 
mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be addressed to the Editor: Jean Stollard, 457-7 
YVoodviev? Road., Burlington ON L7N 2Z9. Articles word processed on computer disk in IBM format while 
appreciated, are not necessary. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month preceding publication date. 
Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines must be included. Articles in the WOOD DUCK reflect 
the views of the authors and are not necessarily the views endorsed by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, ON N2S 4L3 

The WOOD DUCK is printed on re-cycled paper. 













